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The aim of this Stakeholder Meeting is to 
present the first draft of the EU-Level Technical 
Guidance on adapting buildings to climate 
change, and to inform you on how you can 
contribute to improving it.
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Welcome
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Online etiquette
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1. Please mute your microphone 
when joining the call.

2. For feedback, please use the chat
during presentations. 

3. The feedback sessions are the 
main discussion opportunities. 

4. You can raise your hand if you 
wish to speak. Once the facilitator 
invites you to take the floor, you 
can unmute yourself. Reminder: The meeting will be recorded. 

Let us know in case you do not wish to 
appear in the record. 
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by the European Commission 
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Introduction



Andras Toth

Adaptation Unit
Directorate General for Climate Action

EU-Level Technical Guidance on adapting buildings to Climate Change 

Stakeholder Meeting , 29 June 2022

Buildings in the EU’s climate 
adaptation policy framework –



 Overarching policy documents (part of the European Green Deal):
 Commission Communications :

 Renovation Wave, October 2020
 EU Climate Adaptation Strategy, February 2021

 EU Climate Law, July 2021
 Specific initiatives in the past two years:

 Level(s) Framework
 Sustainable Finance Taxonomy
 New European Bauhaus
 Proposals for the revision of Energy Performance of Buildings Directive and 

the Construction Products Regulation
 Digital Building Logbook
 Green Public Procurement criteria for public buildings
 European Standardisation Organisations (mandated  by Commission) 

revised building standards to take into account future climate

EU policy on climate resilience of buildings



Thank you

© European Union 2020

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are 
not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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The focus of the project is to:

“to collect and synthesise existing methods, 
specifications, best practice and guidance for 
climate resilient buildings into a report that can 
provide practical advice.”
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Task 1
Literature 
review into 
structured 
information

Task 2
Draft technical 

guidance

Task 3
Stakeholder 

Consultation

Task 4
Finalise and 

publish 
technical 
guidance
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Where are we in the project?
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Project Launch 
Webinar

Finalisation
Q3/Q4 2022

Suggest 
literature

Preparation of first draft
Q1/Q2 2022

Stakeholder 
meeting

Consultation

Main consultation period
Summer 2022

Expert Panel 
Workshop #1

Expert Panel 
Workshop #2

Expert Panel 
Workshop #3

We are here
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European Policy & 
Standardization 

Environment 
Adaptation Review

Climate Resilience in 
Structural Design 

Review

Climate Vulnerability & 
Risk Assessment 

Methodology

Climate Resilience 
Rating Approach

Best Practice for enhancing 
Climate Resilience

TOR 3.2.2 TOR 3.2.3 TOR 3.2.1 TOR 3.2.5 TOR 3.2.4 + 3.2.6

Review of EU and 
member state national 
policies and regulations 
relevant to the 
adaptation of buildings 
for climate change.

Review of the structural 
design of buildings to the 
Eurocodes and national 
regulations relevant to 
designing for climate 
resilience in buildings.

Review of Climate 
Vulnerability & Risk 
Assessment methodology 
for buildings and blocks 
of buildings from existing 
methodologies.

Review of rating 
approaches for climate 
resilience for buildings, 
exploring the criteria, 
approach type, and link 
to CVRA methodology.

Assembly of best practice climate resilience 
guidance for buildings and as integrated into 
the local environment. Best practice case 
studies will be categorised by climatic hazards 
with supporting guidance given in reference to 
the different processes or priorities by climatic 
zone, project stage and building sector actor. 

POLICY & STANDARDS REVIEW RISK ASSESSMENT & RATING REVIEW BEST PRACTICE GUIDANCE

P
R

O
JE

C
T 

W
O

R
K

S
TR

EA
M

S

Overview of the Technical Guidance
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European Policy & 
Standardization 

Environment 
Adaptation Review

Review of EU and 
member state national 
policies and regulations 
relevant to the 
adaptation of buildings 
for climate change.
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We would like to get to know you and your interests with 
regards to the Technical Guidance better:

• Go on menti.com 
• Type in the code: 6816 9661

16

Who are you and why are you here?

Or scan the QR code:
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European Policy & Standardization 
Environment Adaptation Review
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Review of EU and member 
state national policies and 
regulations relevant to the 
adaptation of buildings for 
climate change.



Ramboll

Overview 
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European Policy & 
Standardization 
Environment 
Adaptation Review

• Key contents: 
• EU strategies for climate adaptation and their relation to buildings
• Identification of instruments in national policies
• Overview of EU regulatory instruments and standards
• Summary of impacts, synergies and trade-offs with other EU 

policy objectives

General
EU Taxonomy, Level(s) framework, Digital Building Logbooks

Investors, 
developers, insurers

• EU Taxonomy
• Reporting regulations 
(NFRD, SFDR)*

• Level(s) Objective 6

Designers

• EU Taxonomy
• Level(s) Objectives 
4, 5 and 2

Material producers, 
contractors

• Construction 
Products Regulation

Public authorities

• Green Public 
Procurement Criteria

• Level(s), particularly 
Objective 5

* NFRD: Non-Financial Reporting Directive; SFRD: Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation
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Climate Resilience in Structural Design 
Review
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Review of the structural design 
of buildings to the Eurocodes 
and national regulations 
relevant to designing for 
climate resilience in buildings.
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Overview
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Climate Resilience in 
Structural Design 
Review

Structural design review
• Report summarises the current state of structural design building 

standards at a European and national level.
• The primary structure is considered in relation to the priority hazards 

identified within the EU Taxonomy classification.
• The approach of Eurocodes both present and future are discussed.

• Future Eurocodes look to address climate resilience through scaling 
factors.

• Findings for national regulations are presented and includes Europe and 
other countries worldwide.

• Best practice guidance is provided, linked to the EU Taxonomy 
classification

• Typically current guidance is based on historic data sets instead of 
predictive data and no countries have fully implemented future climate 
risks.

• There is an important balance between providing resilience without 
over-specifying a structure and the associated increase in carbon 
emissions that this incurs.
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Climate Vulnerability & Risk Assessment 
Methodology
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Review of recent publications 
which provide information on 
robust approaches to climate 
vulnerability and risk 
assessment (CVRA) with a 
focus on those which are most 
applicable to the building 
sector.
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Overview
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Climate Vulnerability 
& Risk Assessment 
Methodology

CVRA Review & Recommendations
• Report summarises existing approaches to CVRA that are potentially 

relevant to buildings.
• Identified core elements required and modifications needed to complete 

a CVRA for a building
• Suggest a practical, phased approach as outlined below.

Vulnerability ​

Hazard​ Exposure​

Adaptive 
capacity​

Sensitivity ​Phase 1:

Phase 2:

Risk

Likelihood​Impact ​
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Climate Resilience Rating Approach
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Review of rating approaches 
for climate resilience for 
buildings, exploring the 
criteria, approach type, and 
link to CVRA methodology. 



Ramboll

Overview 
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Climate Resilience 
Rating Approach

• Focussed on approaches and tools available to rate the climate 
resilience of a building

• Suggest that a variety of approaches are required to meet the needs of 
all potential users

• Outline approach designed to provide basic climate resilience rating for 
small-scale developers/asset managers/owners
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Best Practice for enhancing 
Climate Resilience

Assembly of best practice 
climate resilience guidance for 
buildings and as integrated 
into the local environment. 
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The document provides guidance for the 
development of buildings that are 
adapted buildings. 
The document provides guidance related 
to: 
• Climate hazards which are split into 

priority hazards and hazards
following EU taxonomy classification

• The climatic zones of Europe
• Different stakeholder group/building 

actors
• Defined project stages
• Includes case studies of best practice 

for the priority hazards

27

Overview

Best Practice for 
enhancing 
Climate Resilience



Ramboll

Sample
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Sample
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Let us know if you have questions about our study OR the 
draft Technical Guidance, by: 

• Writing in the chat
• Raising your hand and taking the floor
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Do you have any questions?
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How can you contribute?
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Project Launch 
Webinar

Finalisation
Q3/Q4 2022

Suggest 
literature

Preparation of first draft
Q1/Q2 2022

Stakeholder 
meeting

Consultation

Main consultation period
Summer 2022

Expert Panel 
Workshop #1

Expert Panel 
Workshop #2

Expert Panel 
Workshop #3

Take part!
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How does the public consultation work?
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When

The Consultation will be 
open from the 30th of 
June to the 16th of 
September 2022

How

You will receive an email 
with link to download the 
draft Technical 
Guidance, as well as a 
link to the survey that 
constitutes the public 
consultation. You will be 
able to provide your 
feedback by filling in a 
short questionnaire. 

To give (expert) 
stakeholders the 
opportunity to provide 
their input to the 
development of the 
Technical Guidance, so as 
to ensure that this is 
useful and relevant for a 
broad audience.

Why What will we do with 
the feedback?

The study team will assess 
the feedback and will use it 
to revise and finalise the 
Technical Guidance, by the 
end of 2022.
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Concluding remarks
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Thank you
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